
FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES FOR REGENT’S WHARF

WELCOME

WELCOME TO OUR FIRST PUBLIC 
EXHIBITION ON OUR INITIAL VISION  
FOR THE FUTURE OF REGENT’S WHARF. 

We are in the early stages of exploring future 
opportunities for the site. Our preliminary 
vision is to provide work space, including 
affordable space, for companies of any size 
– whether they are start-ups, local SMEs or 
large companies – to work innovatively and 
collaboratively. 

We want to explore opening up Regent’s 
Wharf to support the whole community, with 
new public spaces, retail and café space.

Members of the team are on hand to answer 
any questions you may have. When you 
have finished looking around, please take a 
moment to fill out our questionnaire to tell 
us what you think.

The existing buildings from All Saints Street

View from the Regent’s Canal towpath View from the internal courtyard
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THE ARCHITECTS 

HAWKINS\BROWN

Hawkins\Brown are an internationally-renowned award winning 
practice of over 200 architects, interior designers, urban designers 
and researchers.

We create places with personality and purpose that are well-made, 
well-used and well-loved. Our values underpin how we work, and 
how we pursue this goal.

We pride ourselves on listening and maintaining a meaningful 
dialogue through the design, construction and handover stages. 

Our work across multiple sectors brings us into contact with a 
diverse range of clients and consultants, and we have developed 
innovative techniques to ensure that everyone’s voice is heard, and 
that we communicate meaningfully with everyone we work with.

Here East, Olympic Park

Red Bull HQ, Tooley Street, Southwark Hawkins\Brown office space
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REGENT’S WHARF’S HISTORY

The local area remained rural until the early 19th century, with 
Regent’s Canal running through countryside when it first opened in 
1820. 

Over the next 20 years, industrial works and housing began to 
appear across the area now known as King’s Cross. 

By the 1870s, three-storeyed terrace housing appeared along All 
Saints Street, with a timber yard and lime kilns behind next to the 
canal, which served the industrial works that ran along the waterway 
in this area.

The industrial buildings were rebuilt for grain milling in the late 
19th and early 20th centuries, remaining in industrial use until the 
1970s or 1980s. The streets to the south also saw comprehensive 
redevelopment over this period. 

One of the historic warehouses is ‘locally listed’ and half the 
buildings sit within the Regent’s Canal West Conservation Area.

Greenwood, 1827 Stanford, 1862

The area in 1914The area in 1871

The area in 1862The area in 1827

Regent’s Canal Regent’s Canal West Conservation Area Tow Path

Tow Path
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WHY ARE WE DOING THIS NOW?

One of the existing occupiers is considering 
moving out of Regent’s Wharf which has led 
us to explore our opportunities further.

The current office buildings were renovated 
in the 1990s. The alteration included the 
construction of three buildings (two on All 
Saints Street and one on the canalside).

There is a lack of activity between the 
properties and the street as the buildings 
look inward to the internal courtyard.

This space is characterised by hard 
landscaping, with whatever planting in poor 
condition, and serves as more of a car park 
than courtyard. 

Initial analysis of Regent’s Wharf

Vehicles take precedent within courtyard space

Timber additions dated and weathering poorly

The courtyard is dominated by 
vehicles and servicing

The landscaping is generally hard with ad-hoc 
planting providing little visual amenity

Lack of activation to street, inward looking buildings

Vehicle only entrance to courtyard

Conflicting materials
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A CREATIVE ECOLOGY

In this desirable location of Islington, our ambition is  
to create a place for the creative industries that provides 
the best of both campus and city environments.  
Our early ideas are to provide office space of varying 
sizes, from smaller workspaces to large open offices,  
that meets the needs of all companies.

We hope to boost the local economy, bringing new jobs 
to the area, as well as providing opportunities for local 
small businesses to work with larger enterprises  
at Regent’s Wharf as part of a ‘creative ecology’. 

As well as providing work space, we hope to create 
opportunities for new public spaces, retail and café 
space to support both the local community and  
business tenants. 
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OUR EARLY IDEAS

To achieve our ambition we are 
considering:

•  New flexible office spaces that 
meet the needs of modern 
businesses 

•  Affordable work space to 
encourage smaller local 
enterprises to stay in the area 
and entice those from outside 
Islington into this part of the 
Borough, boosting the local 
economy

•  Make Regent’s Wharf a place 
for the wider community to 
enjoy based on local needs, 
which might include retail, 
restaurant and gallery spaces

•  Improving the landscaping 
across Regent’s Wharf

VISION

EXISTING

Inefficient use of space 
means fewer jobs

Private canteen

37 parking  
spaces

100% hard landscape
all used for vehicle access/delivery

Increased external  
amenity space

Little external space

One type of  
Workspace

Variety of workspace  
types and scales

Soft landscape 
Useable landscape

roof terrace

Adhoc informal 
cycle parking

(no showers / covered storage)

Formal cycle parking
(dedicated showers, secure storage, 
communal  tools and visitors spaces)

Car free

Efficient use of space 
means many more jobs

Public restaurant,  
public café, showcase 

space, micro business pods

Private views of  
canal only

Active frontage to 
All Saints Street

Blank frontage 
to All Saints Street

Canal views for tenants 
and public

Opportunities for Regent’s Wharf

Our initial thoughts
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OUR VISION

1 A new welcoming street entrance 
The existing properties are inward facing 
and only accessible for tenants. There is an 
opportunity to open Regent’s Wharf up for 
the wider community to bring the public  
into the campus. 

2 A bright new courtyard
This would be the centrepiece of Regent’s 
Wharf with views through to the canal and 
act as a space for people to meet, relax  
and work in.

3 Maximise green softscaping
This would improve the views from Ice  
Wharf and create a ‘green buffer’ between 
the buildings.

4 Relationship with our surroundings
We want to improve the setting of the 
historic warehouses on this part of  
Regent’s Canal. 

Gallery/event space Streetfront cafe

ShopsWorkspace Canalside restaurant

Internal courtyard



FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES FOR REGENT’S WHARF

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK

Thank you for taking the time to visit our 
exhibition today. Please take a moment to 
complete a feedback form before you leave 
to let us know what you think about our 
preliminary ideas.

After our exhibition we will be taking 
some time to look at your feedback before 
making any further decisions on the future 
opportunities for Regent’s Wharf.

A new entrance on All Saints Street

Soft landscape vision for the courtyard


