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Welcome to the Spring edition of Meridian Cuttings - although Spring seems as far 
away as when I was writing the last editorial in December.

In preparation for our trip from Audlem, in Cheshire, to Canalway Cavalcade at 
Little Venice (see page 12) Alan and I had our boat, Tickety Boo, de winterised in mid March. 
Having spent two weekends attempting some paint patching in howling winds and blizzards 
we’re very much hoping the weather improves soon. 

We’re very excited about our trip and, at the last count, we’ll be amongst 148 other boats 
assembling for the 30th year of Cavalcade. Why not put in a couple of hours helping - there 
are lots of interesting things to do - give Libby a ring and she’ll give you some details.

In preparation for the better weather waterside there are towpath walks you can join - take a 
look at the programme on page 8, and lots of opportunities to help smarten up a waterway 
near you - see Alison Smedley’s message on page 16, the C&RT Taskforce Diary on page 18, 
and the Wandle Community River Cleanups programme on page 22.

There are lots of other snippets for you - some views of Deptford you may not have seen on 
page 15, Ian Shacklock’s concerns about the threat to Holborn Studios under the Eagle Wharf 
Regeneration scheme on page 9 and an update on the judgement against British Waterways 
(C&RT) also on page 9. 

So let’s be optimistic and think positively about the better boating weather just around the 
corner and in the meanwhile happy reading!

Christine Smith, Editor

     Page

A View from the Chair:

 London Region    3
 N & E London    4
 South London    5

South London Sales Report    5

South London Socials Report    6

South London Social Programme   6

North & East London Socials   7

IWA with London Walks Programme 8

British Waterways Judgement   9

Eagle Wharf Regeneration    9

Canalway Cavalcade    12

     Page

Welcome to new members    14

Sites and Sights in Deptford    15

A message from Alison Smedley   16

Canal & River Trust:

  Taskforce Diary   18
  Carpenters Lock   18
  Did you know?   19

Thames News     20

Thames Tideway Tunnel - latest   21

Wandle Trust Community River
  Cleanups    22

Who’s Who on the Committees    23

How to get to the Branch socials    24

Contents



- 3 -

A View from the Chair
From London Region Chairman,  

Paul Strudwick

Writing this on a cold grey day in early March it seems strange to think spring and the chance 
to get the boat out and about on the waterways is only a few weeks away. This time last year 
I was talking about the formation of Canal & River Trust and the probability of restrictions on 
the use of the canal network due to the lack of rain. Well I got one right, British Waterways 
has gone and we have a shiny new CaRT running our waterways. Hopefully this summer the 
weather will be better so we can enjoy our canals this year without too much disruption.

This year’s main objective for the London Region is to try and find a solution to the mooring 
problems in London. We have produced our proposals which we have widely circulated to 
mixed response. Some have accused us of being too lenient whilst others have accused us 
of an out and out attack on boaters. But I have had a number of expressions of support as 
well, including some from continuous cruisers who are also concerned about the situation. I 
am having regular meetings with local residents, overstaying boaters, CRT and our friends 
in RBOA and NABO under the auspices of a group called The London Waterways Better 
Relationships Group.  We are also keeping up the pressure through our regular contacts to 
find a way forward.  One of the problems we are finding is that there is no one who represents 
the overstaying boaters.  This makes it very difficult to have a meaningful dialogue and explore 
ideas on how we can move our proposals forward.  I will keep you informed of any progress 
and anything you can do to help through your branch magazine. 
 
This year the Region is hosting the National Festival at Cassiobury Park. I’ve had a chance to 
look over the site. It’s a bit smaller than we are used to but looks ideal. Talking to the festival 
team they are full of ideas and it looks like we will have a great festival. All we need now is 
lots of boats (the booking form is on the website) and good weather. We are putting together 
a stand showing the diversity of IWA in London.  If you can help us can you contact our co-
ordinator, John Brice, or your Chairman. 

It is with some regret that I have to report that CRT has decided not to dredge the Slough Arm 
this year despite many assurances that it was a priority. We will continue to press for it to be 
done in the next financial year. Middlesex branch are looking at ways that we could express 
our annoyance, perhaps in conjunction with the Slough Festival. Please look out for further 
announcements.

Finally, Cavalcade is once again looking for volunteers.  Please send any offers of volunteers 
to Libby at libby.bradshaw@ursa.me.uk 

Paul Strudwick
London Region Chairman

Front cover photo: Cavalcade 2010 by Christine Smith
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From North & East London Branch Chairman 
Tim Lewis

Visitor Moorings and Moorings in general

Following the publication of our proposals for community moorings on the waterways within our branch, 
we have met with C & RT management to discuss the problems further. We believe that the proposals 
have been well received but are concerned that C & RT do not have the resources to carry them all 
out. We note that C & RT are advertising for a Towpath Mooring Control Manager for which the job 
description includes building relationships with waterway users (particularly boaters) to develop and 
implement a plan for towpath mooring management.

We have been working with Friends of the Regent’s Canal regarding nearby house residents’ complaints 
regarding the noise and smoke from  boats moored on the Noel Road Visitor moorings. This is an 
ongoing problem which has been aired in the local press.

Work parties
 

Although the branch does not yet organise working parties, we support those organised by others. 
C & RT and Thames 21 carry out regular volunteer events. We note however that funding for the Big 
Waterways  Clean-up has not  been forthcoming for 2013.

Planning Matters

We have been discussing proposals for a ‘Floating Island’ moored off Camley Street Nature Park with 
Park Officers who agreed to amend their designs so as to avoid obstructing the navigation channel.

We have had Consultation proposals on two towpath issues. One was a trial of new speed bumps. This 
was held at City Road Lock. We were not very happy with the three examples shown as all caused 
problems for Buggies and Small Wheeled Disabled Carts.  The second was on towpath resurfacing in 
the Hackney area. Here again concern was raised over the durability of the proposed surface especially 
during hot weather and the loss of the grass strip alongside the copings.

The issue regarding the canal exhibition centre at Starbucks at Hampstead Road Lock has been 
resolved.

We have attended a meeting regarding the new building on the site of the old goods shed opposite St 
Pancras basin.

We have received details of the lift bridge replacement of the ‘corkscrew’ footbridge across Paddington 
Basin.

Navigation Matters

Management of Bow Creek, north of the A13, has been handed back to C & RT by the PLA because the 
anticipated barge traffic has not materialised.

This winter’s stoppages have seen works to Mile End & St Pancras lock gates carried out.

Other News

Branch representatives continue to attend C & RT user group meetings.
The Branch is to participate in a joint stand at National Festival with the other London Region branches 
for which help would be much appreciated.

Tim
North & East London Chairman
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South London Sales

From South London Branch Chairman 
Alan Eggby

This report was written just before the AGM, when we said goodbye to Dorothy Robbie, who 
is leaving the committee after many years of service. We thank her for all the work over the 
years. I am pleased to say Dorothy will still be seen at some of our events with the branch 
stand. Although we have found a new treasurer we still need some more new faces to join 
the committee.

We have made various donations to waterway good causes recently including both the Wey 
and Arun and Wendover Arm restoration funds.

In the sales report you will find a list of events we hope to take the branch stand to this 
coming spring and summer. Many of these are not yet booked but we intend to book when 
the necessary forms arrive. Any offers of help are welcome even only if for an hour or two, 
please let me or any other committee member know if you can help.

Alan
South London  Chairman

Listed below are the events we hope to attend with the branch stand this coming spring and 
summer. We are still waiting for invitations to many of these at the time of writing. Offers of 
help are always welcome especially at Canalway Cavalcade.

IWA Sales, Waterways Game and Publicity Stand 2013 

Planned Events Dates Known:

Canalway Cavalcade: Information stand  May 4th to 6th
Rickmansworth Canal Festival   May 18th/19th Booked
Streatham Kite Day    June 16th
Brixton Windmill     June 22nd
National Waterways Festival Watford  July 19th to 23rd Booked
Angel Canal Festival    September 1st
Slough Canal Festival    September 7th/8th
Thames Festival     September 14th/15th

Other Events Awaiting Dates or Confirmation:

Kingston River Festival
Coldharbour
Eltham Spring Bank Holiday
Eltham August Bank Holiday
Erith River Festival

Alan Eggby
Sales Officer
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South London Socials

Time: 19:30 for 20:00
Venue: The Primary Room
 United Reformed Church Hall
 Addiscombe Grove
 Croydon CR0 5LP

There is good parking adjacent to the hall and excellent transport links via 
East Croydon train and tram stations

Admission to the talks is free to all, members or non members, 
but a contribution towards room hire is requested.

Wednesday 10th April Passage to Astrakhan by Roger Squires
Wednesday 15th May Natural Thames by Wendy Yorke and Dick Mayon-  
 White of The Thames Rivers Restoration Trust
Wednesday 12th June Regent’s Canal ’Regency Roulette’ by Lester Hillman

There are no social meetings at Croydon during July and August

Wednesday 11th September Speaker to be confirmed
Wednesday 9th October Scottish Lowland Canals by David Bowker
Wednesday 13th November Aileen Butler’s Magic Lantern Show
 

For more information about South London’s Socials please contact Alan Smith, 
telephone 020 8255 1581, mobile 07774 890 750 

or email alan.smith@waterways.org.uk 

For updates and information on all IWA events and branches please go to: 
www.waterways.org.uk 

South London Social Programme

The New Year’s Dinner arranged for 18th January had to be postponed because of a “weather 
event” (aka snow). The re-arranged date of 22nd February did not suit everybody but we had 
18 participants who thoroughly enjoyed themselves. There was an excellent selection of raffle 
prizes including a splendid cake from Lesley and thanks to her and all the other donors we 
made a profit of £36. The meal was superb, we had a private room and excellent service – 
altogether a much better and relaxing experience than the pre-Christmas dinner in 2011.

There was an average attendance at our first social meeting following the dinner on 13th 
February when Christine and I presented “Canal Cruising US Style”, an account of our cruise 
in 2012 along the St. Lawrence River and Seaway, the New York State Canal system and the 
Hudson River, finishing in New York.

Our social meetings programme is listed below and we hope to see you there.

Our annual trip on Paddle Steamer Kingswear Castle on the Medway will not be possible in 
the forseeable future as it has now returned to its original river, the Dart in Devon, but we hope 
to plan another boat trip and will advertise it as soon as it has been arranged.

Alan Smith
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North & East London Socials
North and East London Branch Socials, combined with London Region, are held as follows:

Time:    19:00 for 19:30

Venue:    The Pirate Castle
    Gilbeys Wharf
    Oval Road
    London NW1 7EA

Contact for details:  Libby Bradshaw
    Tel: 020 8874 2787
    or email libby.bradshaw@ursa.me.uk

Message from Libby: 

APRIL & MAY – it is possible that we will need to move venue for the meeting scheduled 
for Tuesday 16th April.  I hope to have confirmation of this soon, so please contact me if 
you haven’t heard by the time you receive the newsletter. That evening will be our usual 
round-up from the branches which will include information on the Slough arm (Middlesex 
branch), Wendover arm (Chiltern branch), Chelmer and Blackwater (Chelmsford branch), 
Tidal Thames (South London branch) and the Olympic sites (North and East London branch) 
together with some IWA national information from our region chairman, Paul Strudwick.
   

Socials are scheduled on the 3rd Tuesday of the month 
from January to June and from September to December

Can you help, please?
Roger Wilkinson and Alan Smith are co-ordinating the rotas for the Information Stands at 
Canalway Cavalcade on the Paddington and South Tow paths, respectively.  They would 

welcome volunteers to assist during the three days of the festival. If you can spare a couple 
of hours on any day please contact them: 

Roger Wilkinson - Telephone: 020 8458 9476 Email: rogerw9796@yahoo.co.uk
Alan Smith - Mobile: 07774 890 750 Email: alan.Smith@waterways.org.uk

The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of The Inland Waterways Association 
or of the London Region or its branches. They are, however, published as being of interest to our 
members and readers. The IWA accepts no liability for any matter within this magazine, including 
adverts.

Editor: Christine L Smith, 41 Jubilee Avenue, Twickenham, TW2 6JA. 
Tel: 020 8255 1581 or Mob: 07774 890 750. 

Email: christine.smith@waterways.org.uk

Published by the IWA, N & E and South London Branches at: Island House, Moor Road, Chesham 
HP5 1WA Tel: 01494 783453
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IWA with London Walks Programme
Towpath Walks Group is looking for volunteers to guide small parties of walkers on short 

walks along the towpath of the Regent’s Canal (and elsewhere).

This introduces newcomers to the pleasant world of waterways - which most outsiders don’t 
realise is here! It is also a good way of recruiting new members to the IWA and an excellent 
method of raising funds for IWA branches in London Region. No experience? No problem, 

we’ll brief you so, if you’d like to give this a try, please contact Roger Wilkinson 

All dates are Sundays
Start time for all walks is 2.30 p.m.

Normal charge: £9, Concessionary and Student  rate: £7

Date               Route                                                           Start (Tube Station)

7 April Regent’s  Canal: King’s Cross - Camden      King’s Cross (taxi rank)
21 April      Regents  Canal: Kings Cross– Hitchcock’s Hackney   King’s Cross (taxi rank)
05 May    Kensal Green Cemetery-Grand Union-Little Venice       Kensal Green
19 May    Regent’s Canal: Mile End – Limehouse                                 Mile End
02 June    Regent’s Canal: Islington - Mile End                                    Angel
16 June    The Olympics, Three Mills & Bow Back Rivers               Bromley–by-Bow
07 July    Regent’s Canal: Little Venice - Camden                          Warwick Avenue
04 August     Regent’s Canal: Mile End – Limehouse                                Mile End
18 August       Regents Canal: Kings Cross – Granary Building - Hitchcock’s Hackney
          King’s Cross (taxi rank)
15 September Regent’s C: King’s Cross - Granary Building - Camden          King’s Cross(taxi rank)
06 October Four Hundred Years of the New River                         Manor House (Finsbury Park exit)
20 October Grand Union Canal: Uxbridge - Cowley – Little Britain     Uxbridge (High Street exit)
03 November     Regent’s Canal: Regent’s Park & R.Tyburn – Camden Baker St (Baker St north/Lords exit)

For more information please contact:

Roger Wilkinson: Telephone: 020 8458 9476 Email: rogerw9796@yahoo.co.uk

Barges in Deptford Creek - a navigable waterway in South London
Photo: Christine Smith
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On 14 February 2013 the Court of Appeal made a ruling relating to a short stretch of tidal 
waterway on the Grand Union Canal at Brentford.  Since this tidal stretch of the Grand Union 
Canal is subject to public rights of navigation, it needs to be treated differently to elsewhere 
on the 2,000 miles of canals and rivers now looked after by the Canal & River Trust.

The case relates solely to the tidal stretch of the Grand Union Canal in Brentford between 
Bax’s Mill/The Boatman’s Institute and the junction of the Canal with the Thames.
London waterway manager, Jon Guest, said:  “Tens of thousands of boaters already moor 
along 2,000 miles of our waterways, whether as continuous cruisers or permanent moorers.  
This case relates to a tidal stretch of the Grand Union Canal in Brentford and, as a result of 
this Judgment, we will need to look at how we treat this stretch differently.” The full Judge-
ment can be found here: https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/media/library/2728.pdf

Fran Read, national press officer, Canal & River Trust
Telephone: 020 3204 4429 Mobile: 07796 610 427 Email: fran.read@canalrivertrust.org.uk

Nigel Moore v British Waterways Board

Some of the most interesting features in Islington can be found in St Peter’s Ward, between 
the Islington Tunnel and Sturt’s Lock. This area contains some of the most unspoilt stretches 
of the Regent’s Canal and the towing path offers a unique traffic-free walk, in an escape 
from the chaotic pace of twenty-first century city life. 

The canal lies in a conservation area and although there are several modern buildings 
around City Road Basin it provides an excellent connection to our industrial past. Two of the 
most striking landmarks are the Victorian chimneys at Diespeker Wharf and Eagle Wharf. 
These significantly define the canal and their reflections in the water (see overleaf) are 
magnets for photographers. 

Admittedly, the canal suffers its share of pollution but as an open space it provides health 
benefits. Its tranquillity can reduce stress levels. But for how much longer will it remain an 
open space? Is there not a likelihood that over-development will transform it from a canal 
into a canyon? 

October 2012 marked the bicentenary of the commencement of canal construction works, 
and 2020 will be the bicentenary of the opening of the canal. But if current trends continue 
then there will be nothing left along the canal environment that reflects its original purpose. 
By 2020 it could become a glorified water feature passing through monotonous arrays of 
empty offices and under-utilised modern homes, unless all stakeholders take a pro-active 
interest in development plans and their impact on the neighbourhood. 

In November 2012 a new regeneration proposal for Eagle Wharf was revealed at a public 
meeting of the Friends of Regent’s Canal. The proposal was to demolish the existing 
Holborn Studios buildings, including the Victorian chimney, and to build modern offices, 
shops and flats on the site, rising to six storeys. The developers feel justified in their 
approach because they have hired a heritage consultant to tell them that the existing 
buildings are of limited architectural or historical interest. They have acknowledged that the 
site falls within the Regent’s Canal Conservation Area and that the buildings are identified as 
Buildings of Townscape Merit, but they proudly state that they are not Listed either statutorily 

Holborn Studios - Under Threat?
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or locally. They have also claimed that the state-of-the-art proposal will make a positive 
contribution to the historic and built environment. 

A big problem with these comments is that the Eagle Wharf site hosts the only surviving 
heritage buildings between Wenlock Basin and Rosemary Works. If this proposal proceeds 
unchallenged there will be nothing left in this historic environment save the locks and 
bridges. 

Another problem with the heritage consultants’ views is that they do not take into account 
the contribution the existing buildings make to the surrounding area. All surrounding 
buildings are modern and have little or no practical association with the canal. The Holborn 
Studios buildings have significant architectural and historical interest relative to all the 
surrounding buildings in the Packington area. 

Technically, Holborn Studios is in Hackney, so the planning application will be dealt with 
by Hackney Council, but this site lies along the border with Islington and many Islington 
residents have chosen to live opposite this historic site. The proposals have conveniently 
sidestepped the subject of the existing employment. Anybody reading comments about the 
“fragmented and poorly configured” existing buildings could be forgiven for thinking that 
the site is under-utilised or even derelict. However, this could not be further from the truth, 
because Holborn Studios is a world-renowned successful family business that employs 
or hosts hundreds of people every day. In 2009, Holborn Studios was a joint winner of the 
Mayor of Hackney’s Business Awards, in recognition for the contribution it has made to the 
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local economy. If these studios are forced to close then other local businesses, such as paint 
suppliers, will suffer heavily, and this part of London will lose its status as a an employment 
hub for photographers, artists and other creative people. 

As this newsletter went to press, the planning application was still undergoing validation and 
had not appeared on the Hackney Council website. Once it is in the public domain we will 
be able to see the number of affordable family homes it will provide and can then weigh up 
the positive contribution it could make to the neighbourhood if other shortcomings can be 
overcome. There are so many anomalies in this proposal that it is no surprise that there are 
delays in putting formal plans into the public domain. It seems so extreme that it might even 
be designed to test our ability to spot deliberate errors, irregularities and planning breaches!

This article and photographs were first published in the Spring 2013 edition of Islington News and are 
reproduced here by kind permission of Ian Shacklock. For more information and updates please go to 
http://friendsofregentscanal.org/



- 12 -

CANALWAY

May Day Bank Holiday Weekend 
Saturday 4th - Monday 6th May 2013

Little Venice, London W2

Fun for all the family
trade & craft stalls 

boat parades & processions
competitions ~ Morris sides

kids’ activities & entertainments
Punch & Judy ~ Pirates

Teddy Bears’ Picnic ~ music 
a real ale bar ~ food and snacks 

and lots, lots more.....

Admission is free!

CAVALCADE
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CAVALCADE NEEDS YOU!
Come and join the team responsible for mounting one of the 

country’s most successful and best attended waterways events. 
Canalway Cavalcade, now in its 30th year, is held over the three 
days of the May Day Bank Holiday in the heart of the capital in 

Little Venice.
We are looking for enthusiastic people in the following areas:

Sponsorship Manager
Liaise with local and national companies to explore mutually beneficial marketing and 

advertising opportunities to generate revenue for all aspects of Cavalcade’s events and 
activities.

For more information and to apply please contact:
Jerry Sanders, Commercial Director

email: exhibition@waterways.org.uk or telephone: 07788 204442

Assistant to the Catering Manager
Assist in managing the day to day operational needs of a small group of quality outside 

caterers, most of whom have attended the festival over a number of years. 
No previous experience of catering or the catering trade is required. 

For more information and to apply please contact: 
Freddie Cooke, Festival Catering Manager

email: exhibition5@waterways.org.uk or telephone: 07711 392442

You can help in other ways too:

assisting on the information stands, ‘rattling’ donation buckets, selling raffle 
tickets, distributing programmes, stewarding, PA announcements, 

recruiting IWA members, etc.
If you’ve a few hours to spare before or during the event please contact 

Libby for more details: 
libby.bradshaw@ursa.me.uk or telephone 0208 874 2787

CANALWAY CAVALCADE OPENING TIMES
  Saturday 4th May  10 am - 6 pm
  Sunday 5th May  10 am - 6 pm and 8.30 - 10.30 pm
  Monday 6th May  10 am - 5 pm

For more information phone 07979 676461
email canalway.cavalcade@waterways.org.uk

or go to: www.waterways.org.uk/events



- 14 -

Your Branch Needs YOU!
Both North & East London and South London branches are in need 
of assistance and new members on their respective committees, 
especially to fill the following vacancies:

North & East London:  South London:

Branch Planning Officer  Minutes Secretary
Branch Work Party Officer

Committee meetings are usually held every two months at a location 
convenient to officers’ homes, whenever possible, and seldom last longer than 90 minutes. 
If you are an organised person with just a small amount of spare time you are our ideal 
candidate - please contact the relevant branch chairman or secretary for more information. 

Welcome New Members!
  Mr J Twomey   London SE6
  Mr A & Mrs G Rumbles  Wallington, Surrey
  Mr L McCawley   Sidcup, Kent
  Mr O Stansfield   Morden, Surrey
  Miss S Majad   London E12
  Mr S Worsfold   London E18
  Ms E R Jones & Mr T Walker London SW17
  Mr S Wright   London SW19
  Mr K Martin   London SE22
  Bow Boat Company  London NW5
  IWA Towpath Walks Society London N2
  Mr G A Skerman   London SW18

Punters serenade South 
London’s Sales Stand at the 
Kingston River Festival
July 2012
   

Photo: Christine Smith
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Deptford Shipyard was visited by Peter the Great, Tsar of Russia, in 1698. This monument 
with text in Russian on one side and English on the other, was erected in 2001. He stayed 
in nearby Sayes Court, which had been temporarily let furnished by John Evelyn to Admiral 

John Benbow. During the Tsar’s stay, Evelyn’s servant wrote to him to report “There is a 
house full of people and right nasty. The Tsar lies next your library, and dines in the parlour 
next your study. He dines at ten o’clock and at six at night, is very seldom at home a whole 

day, very often in the King’s Yard or by water, dressed in several dresses.” Peter studied 
shipbuilding techniques and practices at the dockyard.

Photo: Christine Smith
Additional text from Wikipedia

View of Greenwich from Deptford
Photo: Christine Smith

Sites and Sights in Deptford
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As readers of Meridian Cuttings will probably know from other publications, I was appointed 
last year as IWA’s Branch Campaign Officer.  

Some of you will remember me from my time as a London Region member (involved 
with Middlesex Branch and London Region committees, back in the 1990s!)  As an IWA 
employee now, my main role is to assist IWA branches in setting up work parties on the 
navigations in their local branch areas.  

Having made a start last year in the Midlands and the North West, assisting branches that 
were already carrying out practical work as well as helping other branches get up and 
running with regular monthly work parties, I have recently started to work with the branches 
in the London Region. 
 
Among the types of activity that I have helped branches carry out so far are litter picking, 
grappling rubbish out of the canal, vegetation clearance, painting (railings, bollards, balance 
beams, fences) and pulling up Himalayan Balsam.  

A Message from Alison Smedley

IWA’s Branch Campaign Officer

Kidderminster Clean Up, September 2012

Photo: Alison Smedley
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One of the advantages of holding practical work parties is that with the right advance 
publicity we can encourage non-members to come along.  If they enjoy it they may decide to 
join the Association.  If they really enjoy it they may decide to join a committee and get more 
involved!  

It is very much about working in partnership – with the navigation authority (as obviously we 
need their permission to work on their waterway), but it is also a good way to get local canal 
societies and local boat clubs involved too, as well as local residents and community groups.  
I am able to help with publicity, both before an event to encourage a good turn out, and 
after the event to promote the Association’s work, in both the local press and the national 
waterways press.  I can also help out with resources such as posters and display board 
material, and offer help and advice on such things as health and safety and other practical 
matters. 

  So, if any South London or North & East London Branch members have any suggestions 
for any practical work party tasks in your branch area, do let me and/or your branch 
committee know and I can help you follow it up. 

You can contact me on 01538 385388 or 07779 090915 or by email alison.smedley@
waterways.org.uk

Alison Smedley

Painting handrails on the Cheshire Locks, August 2012

Photo: Alison Smedley
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Towpath Taskforce Diary
Keeping people, nature & history connected

DATE & TIME LOCATION TASK
Tuesday 16th April

10am - 3.30pm
Widewater Lock, West London

Meet at Widewater Lock, 
Moorhall Road, Uxbridge, UB9 

6NS
Nearest station - Denham

Lock Painting & Clean Up
Spruce up the canal around 

Widewater Lock on the 
Grand Union with a lick of 

paint and spring clean
Thursday 18th April

10am - 3.30pm
Burnt Mill Lock, Harlow

Meet at Burnt Mill Lock, Burnt Mill 
Lane, Harlow CM20 2PS

Bridge Painting
Painting the footbridge at 
Burnt Mill Lock and giving 

the area a spring clean
Saturday & Sunday

20th & 21st April
10am - 12.30pm or 

1.30pm - 4pm

Little Venice, Central London
Meet outside Waterside floating 

cafe, next to Westbourne Terrace 
Road Bridge, W2 6NE

Nearest station - Paddington or 
Warwick Avenue

Painting & Clean Up
Get Little Venice ready 

for Canalway Cavalcade - 
painting coping stones, veg-

etation cutback, litter pick

     For more information:

     Debbie Vidler, Tel: 07825099167, Email deborah.vidler@canalrivertrust.org.uk
     Becky Williams, Tel: 07799436816, Email rebecca.williams@canalrivertrust.org.uk

CARPENTERS ROAD LOCK
 HLF DECISION

Mark Blackwell, C&RT Enterprise Manager, Lower Lea Valley & Olympics, reported 
on 19th March that the Heritage Grant application made by C&RT for Carpenter’s 
Road Lock and the wider heritage project around the Bow Back Rivers was 
unsuccessful.

The Grant Officer confirmed that the project met all of the criteria and was sent to 
the committee with a recommendation for approval. However, during this funding 
award period submissions of over £9m were entered and there was only £3m 
available (which has gone on just three projects).

Mark went on to say: “whilst this news is very disappointing, the encouraging 
thing is that the committee noted the unique design of Carpenter’s Road Lock and 
the importance of highlighting the industrial and waterways heritage of the newly 
created Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park. We will therefore be discussing our next 
steps with staff at the Heritage Lottery Fund over the next month or two with a view 
to a possible re-submission later this year.”
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Did you know......?
John Dodwell, a C & RT Trustee and long-standing member of the IWA, recently gave a 
speech to the Shrewsbury District and North Wales Branch. Obviously we can’t print it all but 
I have extracted some points which I hope will be of some interest.

In addition to 2000 miles of waterways, the Trust runs three museums and other attractions 
such as the Anderton Lift and Standedge Tunnel Visitor Centres. 35,000 licensed boats 
bring in £30m p.a. - about 1/5th of total income. 10m people a year are reckoned to visit the 
waterways each year, of which only anglers make any contribution to income. 

Rental income from property amounts to about 1/3rd of the £100m non-government income. 
As government income is guaranteed by contract it can’t suddenly be cut, as happened 
previously to British Waterways. Also, any savings can be retained, whereas before it led to 
a cut in grant.

C & RT is the 13th largest charity but is unusual in having very little charitable income. There 
are plans to have £10m a year in donations in 10 years’ time. Being a charity means the 
Trust can accept donations, which BW couldn’t. It also confers the advantage of not paying 
business rates. 

In addition to the obvious tasks of dredging, lock gate replacements, etc., maintaining the 
heritage structures is an important aspect - C&RT has over 2600 listed buildings. There is 
also an environmental section dealing with pollution, invasive species, etc.

The concept of volunteers on BW was established a few years ago and the Trust will be 
expanding this from lockkeepers and towpath tidying to working with unemployed youth, 
those on probation and prisoners.

John explained that the Friends Scheme is aimed at people on the towpath. 2500 have 
signed up so far. Education via schools and businesses will be pursued to encourage 
voluntary work. Open days at lock stoppages have been well attended.

A detailed approach to restoration is in the process of being established.

The underlying message was that the Friends scheme will be actively pursued in conjunction 
with seeking voluntary workers for tasks which will be useful ‘add ons’ to the basic work the 
paid workforce undertakes.

It is, of course, early days in the Trust’s existence. Many have said it is duplicating the IWA’s 
activities but, as has been quoted, we are in a landlord/tenant relationship and, although 
there have been some minor hiccups, I’m sure our new National Chairman will be active in 
resolving any misunderstandings.

If you would like to see the full text of John Dodwell’s speech please contact the Editor.

The Inland Waterways Association is a non-profit distributing company limited by guarantee.
Registered in England no. 612245. Registered as a charity no. 212342.

Registered Office: Island House, Moor Road, Chesham, Buckinghamshire HP5 1WA
Tel: 01494 783453 www.waterways.org.uk
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A fleet of tall ships will return to Greenwich this summer. The ships will berth on the Thames 
for the SAIL ROYAL GREENWICH weekend, taking place from 28th August until September 
1st 2013. 

Enthusiasts will be able to enjoy a two hour cruise up the river on one of the boats, sailing 
from Royal Arsenal Pier at Woolwich via Maritime Greenwich to Tower Bridge and then back. 

Trip bookings open in May and more information can be obtained by going to the website:  
http://www.sailroyalgreenwich.co.uk/en/thamestallshipcruise

Tall Ships Return to the Thames

Photo: Roger Squires

Thames21 are arranging a clean up of the foreshore at 
Greenwich on 15th April 10:30 - 12:00 noon. 

If you would like to take part or would like more 
information please contact:

Ben Fenton, telephone: 0207 5153337 
or email: ben.fenton@thames21.org.uk

Or, if you would like more information about Thames21 
activites and events please go to:  http://www.thames21.org.uk/events/upcoming/
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Thames Tideway Tunnel - latest
Timetable confirmed for Thames Tideway Tunnel 

planning scrutiny
 Detailed plans for the construction of London’s proposed ‘Supersewer’, developed by 
Thames Water, were delivered to the Planning Inspectorate on 28 February 2013.
The company submitted its 50,000 page Development Consent application for the project, 
urgently required to help tackle discharges of untreated sewage to the tidal River Thames.

Within 28 days the Inspectorate will decide whether the application is a valid one, including 
for example whether the consultation undertaken was adequate.

If accepted, all the application documents will appear in their own section of the Planning 
Inspectorate’s National Infrastructure website. Thames Water will also make them available 
for scrutiny at six public locations, to be announced next month, along the tunnel’s proposed 
route, three either side of the river.

Phil Stride, Head of Thames Tideway Tunnel at Thames Water, said:

“Following a thorough process of public consultation, which started back in September 2010, 
we have now finalised a highly detailed document, explaining how the project’s delivery will 
be managed.

“It’s the result of many months of work by the team to ensure the application addresses all 
the relevant legal and technical issues.”

If the Inspectorate accepts the application is a valid one, it will appoint an Examining Author-
ity of up to five inspectors to consider any matters arising. As part of this process, interested 
parties will be able to make representations.

A Preliminary Meeting, open to those who have registered an interest, is expected to take 
place in early September 2013. Chaired by the Inspectorate, this will determine how the 
examination will be carried out. This will include consideration of more detailed hearings on 
site specific matters, as well as project-wide issues.

Once the Planning Inspectorate has concluded its examination of the application, a recom-
mendation on whether or not to grant approval (by issuing a Development Consent Order) 
will be submitted to Government ministers to make the final decision. This is expected in 
Autumn 2014.

If consent is granted, preparatory construction work on the project is scheduled to start in 
2015, with main tunnelling due to begin in 2016. The target completion date is 2023.
The Thames Tideway Tunnel proposals require a number of construction sites, from Acton 
in the west to Abbey Mills Pumping Station in Stratford in the east. There the 15-mile tunnel, 
the deepest and longest ever constructed in the capital, would join up with the Lee Tunnel, 
already under construction.

Along with separate work also under way to expand the capacity of the five sewage treat-
ment works on the tidal River Thames, the tunnels’ purpose is to tackle the 39 million tonnes 
of untreated sewage that currently overflows into tidal stretches of the river in a typical year, 
when the capital’s Victorian sewerage network fills to capacity, sometimes after just 2mm of 
rainfall.
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The tunnels will convey the excess sewage for processing to stringent standards at Beckton 
Sewage Treatment Works, with green energy being generated from the resulting sludge, 
before the treated water is returned to the River Thames.
All three schemes are needed to ensure the UK meets the requirements of the EU Urban 
Waste Water Treatment Directive.

Notes:

The Planning Inspectorate is the independent government agency responsible for operating 
the planning process for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs). The Infra-
structure Planning Order (Waste Water Transfer and Storage Order) 2012 enables major 
projects, such as the Thames Tideway Tunnel to be designated as an NSIP Thames Water’s 
first phase of public consultation for the project ran from 10 September 2010 to 14 January 
2011. The second phase ran from 4 November 2011 to 10 February 2012.

This is an edited extract from: http://www.thamestidewaytunnel.co.uk/2013/02/13/timetable-confirmed-
for-thames-tideway-tunnel-planning-scrutiny/. You can also sign up for updates on the website. Ed

calendar
The Wandle Trust holds community river cleanups on the second Sunday of every month, 
rotating through the London Boroughs of Merton, Sutton and Wandsworth, as well as other 
occasional events.

Here’s what’s coming up in the not-too-distant future: we hope to see you soon!

Community river cleanups

This year’s remaining Wandle cleanups will take place on the following dates:

Sunday 14 April: Wandsworth

Sunday 12 May: Merton / Wandsworth

Sunday 9 June: tbc

Sunday 14 July: tbc

Sunday 11 August: tbc

Sunday 8 September: tbc

Sunday 13 October: tbc

Sunday 10 November: tbc

Sunday 8 December: tbc

Locations are partially dependent on funding and will be announced as soon as possible… 
please refer to the website for more information: http://www.wandletrust.org
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How to get to North & East London’s Social Meetings:

How to get to South London’s Social Meetings:


