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THE SITE
Access StorageGainsborough Studios Holborn StudiosResidential Neighbourhoods of 

Islington

The character of this cluster is defined through 
the piecemeal collection of buildings and 
landscapes which create a diversity of building 
forms and public places and are home to a variety 
of workspaces.
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Sturt’s Lock

The lock s identified as an important focal point 
of the Regent’s Canal Conservation Area. The 
lock is imposing on the tow path route where the 
level change and narrow curvature of the path 
forces pedestrians and cyclist to slow down. As 
with any lock this moment along the canal can 
capture peoples attention. 

Locals and Pedestrians often sit and climb 
amongst the lock, and we encourage their 
informal social interactions by placing an 
architecture and use that will add to the 
playfulness of this point.

The proposed development site will directly 
abut this locally listed structure and will form 
its backdrop from views from both the east and 
west. From the west, the lock forms a visible point 
of reference, especially from the Packington 
Bridge. From the east, the lock is imposing, as 
the land rises up to meet the rising level of the 
canal.  

Our massing and landscaping will respond to the 
lock providing open space that will allow access 
to the canal side. 
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3.4 SITE ANALYSIS - EXISTING ACCESS & APPROACH

The existing site is predominantly restricted to 
access for self-storage tenants, however the 
west end of the site includes a public access way 
to the self-storage reception for public enquires 
and packing material related purchases.

Self-storage tenants enter by foot or car into 
the fenced loading yard with a pass code.  From 
there either park and unload or directly enter by 
foot into the building, using trolleys provided by 
the management to easily roll their goods into 
their storage unit.

An un-paved and overgrown access path winds 
through the existing collection of warehouses 
and can be followed to the canal edge.  This 
passage is informal and would only be used by 
self-storage space or management.

The existing collection of warehouses restrict 
any public access to the Regent’s Canal. 

There is opportunity to secure the opening up 
of the canal-side edge for public access and to 
further secure opened space for views to Sturt’s 
Lock.  This is supported in the relevant adopted 
planning policy.

The approach to the application site is along 
Eagle Wharf Road via New North Road, 
Bracklyn Street, Cropley Street,  Bletsoe Walk, 
or Packington Street Bridge.

The approach to the application site along 
Regent’s Canal is purely visual and no formal link 
over Sturt’s Lock exists.
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3.5 SITE PHOTOS

1. Looking West along Regent’s Canal, Sturt’s Lock

4. Eagle Wharf Road to New N Road

7. Cropley Street to Eagle Wharf Road

5. Hackney Access Self Storage, Primary Warehouse

8. Eagle Wharf Road to Cropley Street 

6. Access Self Storage, Historical Secondary Warehouse

9. Eagle Wharf Road to Shepherdess Walk

2. Looking East along Regent’s Canal, Holborn Studio  3. Canal view from Packington Street Bridge, Angel Wharf
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Figure 12: 1954 OS

Figure 13: Current storage building on site
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Regents Canal Elevation

Eagle Wharf Road Elevation
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3.7 USE & AMOUNT CONTEXT STUDY

1: Gainsborough Studios, Poole Street, Hackney 

Gainsborough Studios, by Munkenbeck & 
Marshall Architects, is home to commercial/
retail space at ground level and a few lower 
levels with 280 apartments above.  The 
building is generally 9 storeys in height with an 
additional lower ground level along the canal. 
The development steps up to 14 storeys at the 
fronting to Shoreditch Park. The building acts 
as a local landmark on the corner of Shoreditch 
Park. The site lies within a Priority Employment 
Area and replaced a 2-6 storey building.

The Regent’s Canal Conservation Area notes 
that although the buildings are of high quality, 
its canal edge is under-used.

2. Wenlock Building, Wharf Road, Hackney 

The Wenlock Building, by Hawkins Brown 
Architects, is home to commercial use at ground 
level and 3,250m2 commercial space and 82 
apartments in adjacent blocks.   The building 
is generally 6 storeys in height canal side and 
steps up to 10 storeys on Wenlock Basin. The 
building varies from 3 to 10 storeys along Wharf 
Road, a street of comparable scale and width to 
Eagle Wharf Road. The site lies within a Priority 
Employment Area and replaced a 3-6 storey 
building.

3. Angel Wharf, Eagle Wharf Road, Hackney 

Angel Wharf is home to 2,325m2 of commercial 
space at podium and 108 apartments above.  
The building is generally 6 to 7 storeys in height. 
The site lies within a Priority Employment Area 
and replaced a 2 storey building.

4. Lime Wharf, Branch Place, Hackney 

Lime Wharf, by Stephen Davy Peter Smith 
Architects, is home to commercial space at 
podium and 85 apartments above.  The building 
ranges from 5 to 7 storeys in height.  The density 
of the developed is 865hr/ha. The site lies within 
a Priority Employment Area and replaced a 2 
storey building.
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4.6 Use and Amount Context Study

A: Gainsborough Studios, Poole Street, Hackney

The Gainsborough Studios development, by Munkenbeck & 
Marshall Architects, provides 280 flats across 9 storeys with 
a 14 storey point block which acts as a local landmark on the 
corner of Shoreditch Park.

Generally the building is 9 storeys, with an additional lower 
ground storey to the canal. Of these 9 storeys typically only the 
ground (and lower ground to the canal) are in commercial use 
with the exception of the central block which contains three 
storeys of commercial.

The site lies within a Priority Employment Area.

B: The Wenlock Building, Wharf Road, Hackney

The Wenlock Building by Hawkins Brown Architects provides 
82 flats and 3,250m2 of commercial mixed uses.

The building is generally 6 storeys tall on the canal side but also 
includes a significant 10 storey block on Wenlock Basin (image 
5). This block stretches to Wharf Road, where heights vary from 
3 to 10 storeys (image 6). Wharf Road is comparable to Eagle 
Wharf Road both in terms of typical building heights and street 
width.

The site lies within a Priority Employment Area.

C: Angel Wharf, Eagle Wharf Road, Hackney
 
Angel Wharf provides 108 flats with 2,325m2 of commercial 
office space.

The buildings range between 6 and 7 storeys with the tallest 
element adjacent to the Packington Street bridge and 6 storeys 
adjacent to the application site.

The site lies within a Priority Employment Area.

7- Angel Wharf scale and use mix
Replaced 2 storey building

1- Gainsborough Studios scale and use mix
Replaced 2, 4 and 6 storey building

4- The Wenlock scale and use mix
Replaced 3, 4 and 6 storey building

9- Angel Wharf scale of street frontage

3- Gainsborough Studios commercial use on canal

6- The Wenlock scale of street frontage

8- Angel Wharf scale and use mix

2- Gainsborough Studios scale of canal frontage

5- The Wenlock scale of canal frontage
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4.6 Use and Amount Context Study

D: Lime Wharf, Branch Place, Hackney

This project, designed by Stephen Davy Peter Smith Architects, 
falls within a Priority Employment Area. The development ranges 
in height across three blocks comprising 5, 6 and 7 storeys.

The density of the scheme on the 0.2 hectare site is 865hr/ha. 

There is 770m2 of shared amenity space which equates to 13% 
of the total development area.

The ground floor podium is occupied by commercial units that 
are single storey to the street and drop down to canal level 
to provide a double height space on the canal. The double 
height space allows for future adaptation to provide additional 
commercial floorspace.

The building heights step up from the adjoining Rosemary 
Works building from 5 storeys to 7 storeys on the eastern block. 
Given the narrow site width the building heights are equal on 
both the canal and street elevations.

3- Lime Wharf scale of canal frontage with double height commercial units and 5-6 
storeys of residential accommodation over.
Replaced 2 storey building.

2- Lime Wharf scale and use
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The ground floor podium is occupied by commercial units that 
are single storey to the street and drop down to canal level 
to provide a double height space on the canal. The double 
height space allows for future adaptation to provide additional 
commercial floorspace.

The building heights step up from the adjoining Rosemary 
Works building from 5 storeys to 7 storeys on the eastern block. 
Given the narrow site width the building heights are equal on 
both the canal and street elevations.

3- Lime Wharf scale of canal frontage with double height commercial units and 5-6 
storeys of residential accommodation over.
Replaced 2 storey building.

2- Lime Wharf scale and use

Commercial/ RetailResidential

KEY:

7 storeys 6 5
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Scheme Location Map (base: Google Maps)

A: Gainsborough Studios B: The Wenlock 
C: Angel Wharf D: Lime Wharf

B

C

A

D

1749 - 50 Eagle Wharf Road, Design & Access Statement 

4.6 Use and Amount Context Study

D: Lime Wharf, Branch Place, Hackney

This project, designed by Stephen Davy Peter Smith Architects, 
falls within a Priority Employment Area. The development ranges 
in height across three blocks comprising 5, 6 and 7 storeys.

The density of the scheme on the 0.2 hectare site is 865hr/ha. 

There is 770m2 of shared amenity space which equates to 13% 
of the total development area.

The ground floor podium is occupied by commercial units that 
are single storey to the street and drop down to canal level 
to provide a double height space on the canal. The double 
height space allows for future adaptation to provide additional 
commercial floorspace.

The building heights step up from the adjoining Rosemary 
Works building from 5 storeys to 7 storeys on the eastern block. 
Given the narrow site width the building heights are equal on 
both the canal and street elevations.

3- Lime Wharf scale of canal frontage with double height commercial units and 5-6 
storeys of residential accommodation over.
Replaced 2 storey building.

2- Lime Wharf scale and use

Commercial/ RetailResidential

KEY:

7 storeys 6 5

4.0 Context Analysis

Scheme Location Map (base: Google Maps)

A: Gainsborough Studios B: The Wenlock 
C: Angel Wharf D: Lime Wharf

B

C

A

D



6. Adelaide Wharf, Queensbridge Road, Hackney

Adelaide Wharf, by Allford Hall Monaghan 
Morris, is home to commercial space at ground 
level and 147 apartments above.  The building is 
6 storeys in height. The site replaced a 2 storey 
building.

The Regent’s Canal Conservation Area notes 
that although the buildings are of high quality, it 
lacks a canal edge.

7. Benyon & Kings Wharf, Kingsland Basin, 
Hackney

Kings Wharf, by Davy Smith Architects, is home 
to commercial space at ground level and 57 
live/work apartments above.  The building is 5 
storeys in height.

Benyon Wharf, by TM Architects, is home to 
commercial space at ground level and 53 live/
work apartments above.  The building is 5 
storeys in height.

The Regent’s Canal Conservation Area notes 
the interesting use of glass and steel.

8. Kleine Wharf, Orsman Road, Hackney

Kleine Wharf, by Pollard Thomas Edwards 
Architects, is home to commercial space and 34 
apartments.  The building is 5 storeys in height.
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Fig. 3: Laburnum Boat Club and Basin 
 

 
 

Fig. 4: Lofts at the former Royle Card Factory, at the junction of the Regent’s Canal and Wenlock 
Basin 

 
 
 

5. Royle Building, Hackney

The Royle Building, converted by Davy Smith 
Architects, is home to 80 live/work apartments.  
The building is 6-7 storeys in height. The site 
lies within a Priority Employment Area and 
converted the Royle’s greeting card factory.   

The Regent’s Canal Conservation Area notes 
that although the buildings are of large scale 
they do not appear to overshadow the canal or 
create a feeling of enclosure. 
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10. The Lexicon, City Road Basin, Islington

City Road Basin has been the focus of very 
tall development in recent years.  Nos.257 (29 
storeys) and 261 City Road (36 storeys) will 
be joined by two further towers of 42 and 36 
storeys permitted opposite, at 250 City Road. 
The arrangement of these towers, considered as 
a group, will emphasise the strong urban figure 
of the City Road Basin. They will also mark an 
identifiable point in the local townscape where 
City Road Basin meets the mid-point of the 
stretch of City Road between Angel and Old 
Street.

The general lesson from these examples local 
to Site is that a tall building of similar scale can 
readily be accommodated in the conservation 
area and positively contribute to the character, 
appearance and place-making.

Far from being treated as isolated elements, tall 
buildings in such projects are integrated into 
the overall pattern of built form. They are more 
neighbourly and responsive to context than the 
post-war towers found in the local area. This is 
the model found in the development proposed 
for the Site. 

9: City Wharf, Wenlock Basin, Hackney

City Wharf, by Stephen Marshall Architects,  
is home to 327 apartments. The building is 
generally 4 to 11 storeys in height. 

The development incorporates weathered steel, 
brick and timber façades to reflect the area’s 
industrial past.
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3.8 APPEARANCE CONTEXT STUDY

Prevailing and positive characteristics of the 
Regent’s Canal Conservation Area and the 
Arlington Square Conservation Area have been 
categorised and considered for precedent:

London Stock Brick - Buff/Yellow London Stock Brick - Reds/Browns

Arlington Square Andrews Road

Heritage Windows
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Fig. 46: Looking south along Wenlock Basin 

 
Beside the towpath opposite Wenlock Basin are a number of restored canalside 
buildings (all in LB Islington) that hug the towpath. They include the Narrowboat PH.  
 
Wenlock Basin 
 
In 1825 John Edwards started construction work on what was to become Wenlock 
Basin. The privately owned Wenlock Basin was opened at first by accident in August 
1826, when the dam across the entrance gave way and water flooded into the new 
basin, causing a 13 inch drop in the level of the water in the main canal. The accident 
caused water traffic to stop until heavy rains restored the normal level. In 1832 John 
Edwards Vaughan, the son of the original owner, extended Wenlock Basin to a total 
length of 360 yards. It runs parallel to and just east of the City Road Basin in 
Islington. Wharf Road Bridge built in 1830, leads into Wenlock Basin. 
 

 
Fig. 47: Wenlock Basin in 1974 

 

 

Regent’s Canal Conservation Area Appraisal  October 2007 

29

one that should be preserved. The wharves on the western side of the basin were 
open for most of the 19th century with just a few buildings within the sites; this was 
due to the nature of the goods stored there which were mainly stone, timber and 
manure.  
 
The frontages along Hertford Road were built-up during the period 1890-1910. 
Hertford Road retains an enclosed Victorian wharf-side townscape, with functional 
brick buildings, small windows and remnants of lifting cranes and pulleys. One of the 
most interesting and attractive buildings is No. 32a, a two-storey warehouse building. 
Built from stock brick, it has cast iron windows and original lifting supports above the 
loading bays. The red brick window heads have long keystones associated with the 
Queen Anne style. It was built in 1896 to the designs of Robert Dixon, an architect 
from Finsbury Park. Adjacent to the warehouse is the Old Ivey PH at No. 32 Hertford 
Road, which was built for the brewers Watney Mann in 1935, to the designs of AW 
Blomfield.  
 
During the 19th century, Norway Wharf (Nos. 18-20 Hertford Road) was a timber 
wharf with some structures (probably open timber sheds) on the northern boundary. 
In 1901, the current structure was built on the Hertford Road frontage to the designs 
of the architects Meakin & Archer. Norway Wharf is a two-storey brick warehouse 
with small cast iron windows and divided into two equal halves by a centrally placed 
gateway leading into the wharf. It is enlivened architecturally by the use of blue 
industrial brick to the door and window surrounds and at base of the structure. It is a 
building that has potential for reuse and is characteristic of the industrial nature of the 
buildings all along Herford Road.  
 

 
 

Fig. 27: Norway Wharf (Nos. 18-20 Hertford Road) 
 
No. 16 Hertford Road (grade II listed) forms a solid wall along Hertford Road (Fig. 28) 
and was constructed as a stable building in 1895 soon after two wharves were 
combined in 1890. The street number refers to a large plot and comprises the former 
Hertford and Crown Wharves. The former Crown Wharf contains an early structure 
built sometime between 1843 and 1872. This three-storey building may have always 

Looking South along Wenlock Basin

Norway Wharf (No.. 18-20 Hertford Road)

Royle Building
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Industrial Typology Window Lintels

32A Hertford Road
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Figs. 10 & 11: Industrial buildings in Tower Hamlets with overgrown foliage  
 
From the late 19th century much of the site on the Hackney side of the canal between 
Victoria Park and Mare Street was occupied by Cunningham’s Timber Wharf beside 
which was a privately owned square basin known as Northiam Basin. To the west of 
Northiam Basin was a stone wharf. The tiny Northiam Basin was used to unload 
timber and stone from barges. 
 
In this section of the canal are a number of indentations along the towpath which are 
for horse ramps, and the sloping structure is still more or less intact below the water 
(see Figure 12). The purpose was to allow horses that fell into the water a means of 
escape back to the towpath. 
 
Unfortunately, Northiam Basin was in filled during 1976 and the bridge over the basin 
removed. The corner coping stones of the basin are visible on the towpath today 
(Figure 12). During the late 1970s and early 1980s low rise housing was built on the 
sites of the former wharves and basin. Today the shrubs and trees planted in the 
gardens of these houses (which border the towpath) add to the high quality 
environment along the canal. 
 

     
Figs. 12 & 13: View towards Victoria Park with former entrance to Northiam Basin on the left and a site 

of a horse ramp 
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Buildings of special quality and importance elsewhere in this section of the 
Conservation Area are the Art Deco factories in De Beauvoir Crescent and Orsman 
Road. 
 
Whitmore Bridge to New North Road Bridge 
 
Whitmore Bridge was constructed in 1820. From Whitmore Bridge the canal sweeps 
south-westward towards Rosemary Branch Bridge. Beyond the towpath to the north 
side are the tower blocks of De Beauvoir Estate. In front extensive landscaping down 
to the canal creates a green public space that blends well with the towpath below. 

       

Figs. 34 & 35: View westwards from Whitmore Bridge 

Just before the bridge lie long stretches of the original canal walls which are well-
preserved. Behind the wall is the large Victorian factory and warehouse of Thomas 
Briggs (No.1 Branch Place) which has been manufacturing furniture since the C19th.    

    

Figs. 36 & 37: Thomas Briggs Factory and Rosemary Works by Rosemary Branch Bridge  
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Fig. 50: Nos. 5-11 Mare Street (Locally Listed Building) 
 
Buildings of Townscape Merit 
 
Apart from the few listed and locally listed buildings, a large number of unlisted 
buildings in the Conservation Area have been identified as “Buildings of Townscape 
Merit”. These are usually well-detailed examples of mainly late nineteenth century 
commercial premises, which retain their original detailing. 
 
On the Regent’s Canal 
Actons Lock 
Actons Lock former lock-keepers cottage and office and Lock House 
Stretch of cobbled road in Regent’s Row 
Sturts Lock 
Sturts Lock cottage and associated buildings 
Laburnum Basin 
Kingsland Basin 
Wenlock Basin 
Whitmore Bridge 
New North Road Bridge 
Packington Foot Bridge 
 
Hertford Road 
Nos. 18-20 Herford Road 
32A Herford Road 
Bankstock Buildings, Nos. 42-44 De Beauvoir Road 
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stables at all their termini, the company needed to construct a forage warehouse 
where they could store and distribute grain for the horses.  
 
Between late 1877 and 1878, W. Boyce, builder was erecting the granary (being paid 
in total £8250) and by September 1878, the Regent’s Canal Company began 
delivering grain to the building. After the demise of horse-drawn transport the building 
was used for storage – first by the LCC until 1946; then by an oilcake and oilseed 
company from 1948-60 and from 1963 by Evans, Gray & Hood, wholesale spice 
merchants - hence the buildings popular name of the Spice Warehouse.  
 
It is the most important historic building on Kingsland Basin and rises four full storeys 
plus an attic to the basin. It is built of stock brick, with bands of red brick. It has a 4 
storey wooden projection from the first floor and above. The building was listed in the 
mid-1990s. It has been well restored and recently was converted to contemporary 
apartments. 
 

     
Fig. 26: Two views of the refurbished Quebec Wharf (Spice Warehouse) 

 
The majority of sites along the eastern side of the basin and the eastern side of 
Kingsland Road have been developed, although some opportunities still remain. 
Notable sites that might become available in the future include the Travis Perkins 
depot.  The most stylish new developments on the eastern side of the basin are 
Benyon Wharf and Kings Wharf, with interesting use of glass and steel.  
 
Most of the western side of the basin fronting Hertford Road is awaiting 
redevelopment and a number of large schemes have been proposed for the site. It is 
important that any new development takes notice of the qualities of the basin and 
respects the character of the surviving buildings. On this side of the basin, there is a 
much more open feel, with many open yards and the buildings that do exist generally 
erected beside the roadside, rather than the waterside. This is a unique quality and 

Industrial buildings in Tower Hamlets with overground foliage

Industrial buildings in Tower Hamlets with overground foliage Mare Street (Locally Listed Building)

Refurbished Quebec Wharf (Spice Warehouse)

Thomas Briggs Factory and Rosemary Works by Rosemary Branch Bridge

Arlington Square

Decoration Ironworks

32A Hertford Road

Bankstock Buildings, De Beauvoir Crescent
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Fig. 31: Bankstock Buildings, De Beauvoir Crescent  
 
Adjacent to Bankstock Buildings and around the corner in Whitmore Road beside the 
bridge are a group of two-storey cottages (Nos. 54-58 Whitmore Road and No. 30 De 
Beauvoir Crescent). They appear little altered from the 1830s. The corner building 
rises to three-storeys and was possibly built as a Public House.  
 

 
 

Fig. 32: Nos. 54-58 Whitmore Road 

Rosemary Works by Rosemary Branch Bridge
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Roof Form

Brunswick WharfHertford Road (former stable buildings)

New developments between Kingsland and the entrance to Kingsland 
Basin

Industrial buildings (Canalside Studio) in Orsman Road
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The Regent’s Canal Conservation Area falls into the third and fourth groups, as it 
constitutes a well-used public space with an important environmental landscape, and 
it also represents a unique industrial heritage both along the canal (including the 
locks, bridges, moorings) and in the industrial buildings beside the canal and in the 
canal basins.  

 
 

 
 

Fig. 5 Industrial buildings (Canalside Studios) in Orsman Road  
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been stables (over 50 horses of the North London Metropolitan Tramways Company 
were stabled on the west side of the basin in 1872, before the company erected 
Quebec Wharf), but was definitely rebuilt in 1899-1900 to provide multi-storey 
stables. The stone paved ramp, complete with cobbled surface and raised setts to 
assist horses in ascending the incline is a relatively rare survival of this period (Fig. 
29). The incoming barges brought coal for distribution from the basin and the 
outgoing barges took the horse manure from the stables. From the 1960s until the 
mid-1990s the site operated as a ready-mix concrete manufacturing works. 

 

    
 

 
 

Figs 28 & 29: No.16 Hertford Road (former stable buildings) 
 

 

Regent’s Canal Conservation Area Appraisal  October 2007 

26 

 
 

Fig: 24: New developments between Kingsland Bridge and the entrance to the Kingsland Basin 
 
Kingsland Basin 
 
When the Regent’s Canal was completed in 1820, it initially formed a boundary 
between the more industrial areas to the south where industries such as furniture 
making were well established and the middle-class speculative estates that were 
emerging in central and northern Hackney. But within five years industrial premises, 
wharves and factories were built beside the Regent’s Canal. Kingsland Basin, dug 
out during the mid-1820s, took commerce and industry further north along Kingsland 
Road, deep into what was soon to become De Beauvoir Town. 
 
Kingsland Basin was built to the south of the planned De Beauvoir Town between 
1822-7 and forms part of the estate leased from the family in 1821 by the speculative 
builder William Rhodes, who developed the area. It was Rhodes who undertook the 
excavation of the basin which was originally called Shoreditch Basin. By 1830 the De 
Beauvoir Estate had granted sixteen leases for new wharves on both sides of the 
basin. At first the wharves had few built structures on them, apart from a long building 
on the northern boundary of Hertford Wharf and a whiting works near the canal. 
Throughout the period 1830-50, when De Beauvoir Town was being built, the basin 
allowed for the easy import and storage of materials for the development and 
therefore few buildings were needed. Originally along the Kingsland Road frontage 
there were high brick walls protecting the goods stored on the wharves of the basin; 
a practice no doubt directly copied from the massive walls protecting the East and 
West India Docks from theft of high value goods. The Kingsland Basin was from the 
outset associated with the timber and building trades. Today the builders’ merchants 
Travis Perkins, occupy No. 305a Kingsland Road, a mid-20th century timber depot, 
and Union Wharf East, a builders open storage depot behind attractive stucco walls 
erected in the 1930s. This was built when Travis Perkins were first associated with 
Kingsland Basin during the 1930s. 
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The main characteristic of this part of the canal is residential and it is one of the most 
open sections of the canal within Hackney (See Figure1).  
 
Towards Queensbridge Road on the south side of the canal is some low-rise 
housing, including the award-winning Gloucester Square (1989) by Levitt Bernstein 
and the new development on the site of Adelaide Wharf completed in 2007 designed 
by Allford Hall Monaghan Morris. These developments are on the site of the former 
gas works and Haggerston Basin which was filled in 1967, soon after the gas works 
closed. 
 
Haggerston Basin lay just to the east of Queensbridge Road (then called Great 
Cambridge Street). The long and narrow basin was dug during the 1820s soon after 
the Gas Light & Coke Company took the site and both are depicted on Greenwood’s 
Map of 1827 (Figure 7). Coal was barged up the canal and into the basin where it 
was unloaded to be burned in huge furnaces called retorts to make gas. The gas was 
distributed by pipes to houses and businesses, especially from the 1840s when more 
and more middle class homes were connected. The gas was stored in a huge 
gasometer 75 feet high and 195 feet in diameter. The basin and the works are clearly 
shown on the Goad Insurance Plan of 1891. Gasworks were huge new visual 
features in central Hackney, the most striking elements being the retorts where coal 
was loaded and heated to produce gas, and the vast gasholders, where it was 
stored. They worked day and night and the locale around these huge industrial 
centres was often polluted (no gardens would flourish within a quarter of a mile of 
them) and had a stench of gas. There was also the risk of explosions. The gas works 
remained on the site until 1964. In 1964 the borough council created Haggerston 
Park from the waste land left over from the gas works. At the same time they drained 
the basin and filled it with soil. At Haggerston Park the high brick walls surrounding 
the old basin survive and through the centre of the park the line of the canal is visible 
where a sunken garden follows the canal’s path.  
 
Queensbridge Road Bridge to Kingsland Road 
 
Queensbridge Road Bridge has an elliptical arch and dates from 1840. It is one of 
two bridges (the other being Haggerston) on the Hackney section of the canal to be 
statutorily listed Grade II. Westwards from the bridge the canal becomes more mixed 
in character with surviving industrial wharves to both the south and north banks. 
Brunswick and Columbia Wharves survive in Laburnum Street, but the adjacent Kent 
Wharf has been replaced by new housing beside Queensbridge Road Bridge.  
 

     
Figs. 20 & 21: Brunswick Wharf and new developments past Laburnum Basin 
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Buildings of special quality and importance elsewhere in this section of the 
Conservation Area are the Art Deco factories in De Beauvoir Crescent and Orsman 
Road. 
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Figs. 34 & 35: View westwards from Whitmore Bridge 

Just before the bridge lie long stretches of the original canal walls which are well-
preserved. Behind the wall is the large Victorian factory and warehouse of Thomas 
Briggs (No.1 Branch Place) which has been manufacturing furniture since the C19th.    

    

Figs. 36 & 37: Thomas Briggs Factory and Rosemary Works by Rosemary Branch Bridge 

View westwards from Whitmore Bridge

Arlington Square

Kingsland BasinBalmes House in 1830
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Fig. 6: Balmes House in 1830 
 

The first section of the canal from Paddington to Camden was excavated from 1814 
and completed by 1816, with the remainder, including the Hackney section, built 
between 1816 and 1820. The canal was opened on the 1st August 1820 with a grand 
opening ceremony that included a gun salute at City Road Basin. The cost of the 
canal was £772,000, almost twice the original estimate, but it was an immediate 
success with over 120,000 tons of cargo carried during the first year of operation. By 
1830 the canal was carrying 500,000 tons of goods each year – a level that remained 
fairly constant until the late 19th century. Well into the 20th century, in 1929, 700,000 
tons of freight was carried on the canal. Throughout its active life coal was one of the 
major cargoes on the canal, along with timber. 
 
As traffic on the canal increased so too did the number of industrial premises that 
began to appear along the banks of the canal and in its basins. Gas plants were 
amongst the first occupiers of canalside sites to take advantage of cheap 
transportation of the vast amounts of coal needed. The Imperial Gas Light and Coke 
Company took a large site in 1821 (located where Haggerston Park now stands), and 
formerly connected to the canal by the Haggerston Basin, which was filled in 1967. 
Another works owned by The Independent Gas Company existed by 1829. 
Greenwood’s Map of 1827 shows the Imperial Gas sites and also how undeveloped 
this part of Hackney was when the Regent’s Canal was first constructed. Fields, 
market gardens, nursery grounds and undeveloped land, especially to the north of 
the canal, were prevalent. Only the area south of the canal, especially between 
Kingsland Road and what is now New North Road had any extensive building 
development. 
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4.0    DESIGN CONCEPT
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4.1 DESIGN CONCEPT

The design intent adopted from the outset of 
the application scheme’s development has been 
to landmark the site of Sturt’s Lock as a site of 
specific visual significance and enhance the 
strengths of the canal and conservation areas’ 
form, character, scale and function.  

Equipped with this analysis and in consultation 
with LB Hackney, the GLA, interest groups and 
the general public, the scheme developed in scale, 
massing and architecture to create a suitable 
rhythm of openness and enclosure, distinction 
and congruity, surprise and composure.

In complement to the enhancement of the canal, 
the provision of an ecologically rich new public 
open space along the canal edge and within an 
open yard has been proposed and activated by 
the reuse of existing site truss works, a nod to 
the site’s prolific Ironworks past.  The public 
permeability will allow the co-existence of large 
commercial frontages and public café.

The development recognises the industrial 
context of the site, intent on an architecture 
that re-orients to a previous, more industrially 
shaped building footprint, with the primary 
massing detailed in resolute contemporary 
character and the secondary massing detailed in 
soft heritage sensitive detailing.  

The development sets out to increase 
employment floorspace, improve business 
function of the replaced self-storage facilities, 
upgrade appearance, and enhance the immediate 
area. In co-existence to the workspace, the 
development seeks to address the housing 
need by providing ‘build-to-rent private rented 
homes’ which provide more certainty over long 
term availability and high quality management 
through single ownership.
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4.2 DESIGN PRINCIPLES

The key principles for the proposed design are: 

1.	 Provide Access to Sturt’s Lock and the canal edge; 
2.	 Open Views to canal and anchor Sturt’s Lock with a community café and yard; 
3.	 Retain and remember heritage assets to commemorate the site’s ironwork history; 
4.	 Replace existing self-storage facilities; 
5.	 Introduce office accommodation and increase employment density; 
6.	 Create active frontage along Regent’s Canal and Eagle Wharf Road; 
7.	 Restore the 19th century  grain of two north-south blocks and relate to the Holborn Studios chimney; 
8.	 Infill the street with transition form and scale; 
9.	 Aggregate form and scale considerate of context and conservation areas; and
10.	 Introduce a mix of residential units and landscaped communal gardens above the commercial podium.

N N

01 02 Provide Access to Sturt’s Lock and the canal edge; Open Views to canal and anchor Sturt’s Lock with a community café and 
yard; 
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