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The Angel Boat (Angel Community Canal Boat Trust) is delighted to have 

received the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service (announced  on 2
nd

 June 

2014).  The award recognises the tremendous amount of unpaid time and hard 

work which has been provided by our volunteers since 1976 in managing, 

running, crewing and maintaining our charity’s Islington-based community canal 

boat, and the benefit that this has brought to our local community.  As the official 

citation recognises, our volunteers have enabled many thousands of “young, 

disadvantaged, elderly and isolated people on day and residential trips to enjoy 

the waterways’ environment, and experience working together as crew and living 

aboard”.   

 

 
The Angel Boat and some volunteers on its Islington mooring 

 

The award comes at a time when the latest round of local authority budget cuts is 

expected to see the end of the charity’s existing core funding under a service 

agreement with Islington Council.  Volunteers will now have to spend much 

more time on seeking alternative funding streams to secure the Angel Boat’s 

future. 

 

 
 



Notes to editors:   

 

 
 

 

The Queen's Award for Voluntary Service is the highest award given to local 

volunteer groups across the UK to recognise outstanding work done in their own 

communities. It was created in 2002 to celebrate the anniversary of the Queen's 

coronation. It is the MBE for volunteer groups. 

 

 

 

Angel Community Canal Boat Trust (ACCT) is a charity which operates a skippered 

community canal boat – Angel II of Islington - for use by local residents and community 

groups at a cost they can afford.  It was originally established in 1976 as Islington 

Narrow Boat Association (INBA) and continues to be based at City Road basin in 

Islington on the Regent’s Canal.   

 

The charity enables around 2,000 people a year to have the opportunity to experience the 

fun and activity of a canal cruise, to learn about the history and development of their 

local area and London through the inland waterways, to see the extensive flora and fauna 

of the canal environment and understand the ecological balance, to gain the confidence 

and social skills necessary for travelling, working and living together on a canal boat, 

and, for many, to have the novel experience of a period away from the city, cars, street 

lights, TVs and all that comes with life in an inner city area.  The charity has also 

developed and runs projects based on Angel II and the canal, focused on the needs of 

particular groups of young people from our local community.  Now onto our second 

specially designed steel narrow boat we offer trips lasting from one to 7 days. 

 

ACCT is funded by a service agreement with Islington Council, grants from a variety of 

charities and organisations, donations and subscriptions from supporters and hire fees 

from user groups, which are related to their ability to pay.   

 

Most of our users are local children and young people who would not be able to afford 

the cost of such an experience if we did not exist and if we were not able to charge 

heavily subsidised rates. 

 

More information from: 

Website: www.angelboat.org 

Phone:  07970 175488  Skipper and project manager (John Checkley) 

Email:  info@acct.org.uk 

http://www.angelboat.org/

