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26 July 2013 

COOL OFF WITH ‘CELEBRATE ICE’
AT LONDON CANAL MUSEUM

Celebrating the completion of a year-long project of improvements, including work to stabilise two giant underground ice wells, the London Canal Museum’s ‘Celebrate Ice’ on Saturday August 10, treats families to a super-cool range of chilly activities which bring the story of the flourishing Victorian trade – once centred at the museum - to life.

From 10am to 4pm, families can enjoy a host of ice-related activities in the museum exploring the fun, science art and the history of ice.  The museum was once a warehouse supplying Londoners with ice for medicine and food preservation as well as for ice cream, which was popularised by Carlo Gatti.  He built up London’s largest ice importing business on the site located next to the Regent’s Canal, where the ice was delivered by barge from Norway’s frozen lakes.

Gatti also operated several music halls and visitors will hear some of the melodies of the era performed by the Bayswater Brass Quartet from the depths of the ice wells which once stored tons of ice - the only ones in London which can still be seen by the public today.

Children can take part in hands-on workshops to help discover the science behind an ice molecule – and help make a giant version.  Victorian cook and author Agnes Marshall, who wrote a book on the making of ice cream, will demonstrate her techniques with a replica of her patent ice cream maker and help youngsters make – and taste – their own.

And they can even help make a work of art from ice, based on nature and the properties of ice – which will last just a day before it melts away.   

This special day marks the completion of a project to bring the little known story of London’s commercial ice trade to life with the introduction of new interpretation  and visitor initiatives, thanks to a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund of almost £100,000. 
The project also included structural work to supporting pillars and the floor above the two giant ice wells, which are now dramatically lit from above.  Escorted tours on selected dates allow visitors to descend into the underground chambers  

Normal admission prices apply to ‘Celebrate Ice’ on August 10: £4 for adults, £2 for children and £3 for concessions, family ticket £10.  A series of ice related events continue with ‘All About Ice’ activity days for children – which include a boat trip on the canal on 13, 20 and 27 August – visit www.canalmuseum.org.uk for more details  
The London Canal Museum is open from 10am to 4.30pm, every day except Mondays (open on bank holiday Mondays) and is located on New Wharf Road, close to King’s Cross station.    
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Notes to editors: 

About the London Canal Museum

The London Canal Museum offers a fascinating insight into the history of London’s canals, the cargoes carried, the people who lived and worked on the waterways, and the horses that pulled their boats. Housed in a former Victorian ice warehouse, the museum also tells the story of how ice was imported all the way from Norway, stored and distributed around London in the days before refrigeration.  Website: www.canalmuseum.org.uk 

About the Heritage Lottery Fund

Using money raised through the National Lottery, the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) sustains and transforms a wide range of heritage for present and future generations to take part in, learn from and enjoy. From museums, parks and historic places to archaeology, natural environment and cultural traditions, we invest in every part of our diverse heritage. HLF has supported over 33,000 projects, allocating £5 billion across the UK. Website: www.hlf.org.uk
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For further press information or images, please contact:

Jane Lawrence or Gill Buttwell at Direct Public Relations

Tel: 020 7407 6882 or email: directpr@btconnect.com
